
   

 

 

January 2012 

Community Calendar 
 

Thornburg Boy Scout Meetings 
 Every Wednesday 
 7:30 pm in the Community Building 
  Tim Gordon 
  412-922-7997 
  w.gordon@comcast.net 
 
Evening of Romance and Song 
 Friday, February 10 
 7:30 at the School Auditorium 
 
Borough Council Meeting 
 Monday, February 13 
 7:00 pm in the Library 
 
Borough Council Meeting 
 Monday, March 12 
 7:00 pm in the Library 
 
Daffodil Days 
 Tuesday, March 20 
 Benefits American Cancer Society 
 To order contact: 
  Barbara Tunador 
  malik.tunador@verizon.net 
  412-922-6126 
 
Conservation Park Clean-up 
 Date to be announced 
  
Easter Egg Hunt 
 Saturday, April 7 
 1:00 p.m. in the Thornburg Park 
 
Borough Council Meeting 
 Monday, April 9 
 7:00 pm in the Library 
 

...with more to come! 

@ VNQC EQNL SGD OQDRHCDMS² 

 
Where is winter?  Maybe when this reaches your doorstep or inbox 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  IƻǿΩǎ ŀ ƪƛŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǾŜƭΚ 
 
The Community Club held several successful events over the past few 
months.  In October Judy Kimblin took on the weeds in the 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tŀǊƪΦ  LΩŘ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ȅŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
Halloween Parade was missing a few kids due to inclement weather 
but it did not deter the hard core boys on a mission to hit every home 
in Thornburg. I think their success rate was 93%.  Thanks to all who 
contributed to the grand parade. 
 
November was busy.  Many thanks to Laure Schneider and Marsha 
Thompson for making an off election year bake sale prosperous. 
Proceeds benefit local charities to be approved during the spring 
membership meeting.   Judy Kimblin & Barb Tunador collected 
household and clothing donations for Appalachia and may do it again 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǳǊƎŜΦ 
 
December was busier. Diane Goodwin and Kelly Chiodi put together an 
evening where the kids iced Christmas cookies for over 80 Meals on 
Wheels clients. I think the workers washed their hands and did not lick 
their fingers.  Lindsey Segu arranged for Santa to visit.  Mary Kubiak 
made sure we were lit up on Christmas Eve. Rainy Grefenstette pulled 
off a fun dinner dance with Rosslyn Farms and several residents 
contributed a princely sum to the Crafton Food Bank.  We have many 
overachievers in the neighborhood! 
 
Speaking of overachievers, how about those Village Players?  Sylvia 
ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ŀ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΗ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅΦ   ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ 
he took on a more cheerful role the following weekend when Santa 
came to town.   Kudos to all who helped with the production. 
 
One last thing - We have yoga classes. They are held at the Thornburg 
school Monday evenings from 7:30-8:30pm. If you have any additional 
questions please contact Suellen Gallegos at 
Gallegosjordan93@comcast.net. 
 
Have a great winter.  
 
Kind regards, 
Meg Alarcon 

mailto:w.gordon@comcast.net
mailto:malik.tunador@verizon.net
mailto:Gallegosjordan93@comcast.net
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TALK of the TOWN is published by the Thornburg Community Club to inform Thornburg residents and  
Community Club members of Borough news and Community Club activities and events.   

 

Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles?  Please send them to  ThornburgNews@gmail.com.  
 

If you have any questions regarding the delivery of the TALK of the TOWN, please contact:  
Kathy Pyros     412-928-0532     (for paper delivery) 

ThornburgNews@gmail.com     (for electronic delivery) 

 

 
~TOWN TALK~ 

 

NEIGHBORLY NOTES: 
 
A warm winter welcome for Chris and Meghan Det-
Dettling, new neighbors at 1173 Harvard, with their 
young daughter, Katie, and newborn son.  They 
moved in just before Christmas.  We are happy they 
are here and wish them many years in Thornburg. 
 
Colin Rhys Dettling was born on January 9, 2012,  a couple of weeks after 
the Dettling family had moved in. The entire family is doing very well, and 
Katie is loving the extra company. 

 
Congratulations to Clive and Judy Kimblin of Tech on the marriage 
of their daughter, Hilary Kimblin, to Daniel Licht on December 
31st 2011 in Burbank, CA. 
 

Meals On Wheels of Crafton sent the Thornburg Communi-
ty Club a lovely thank you for the thoughtful donations of 
baked goods over the past several months, as well as our 
monetary donations for the year. 
  
 

Condolences: 
  
Our sympathy is extended to the Dear family on the November death of 
Kathryn Dear. Kathryn was a former resident of Thornburg, who was living 
in North Strabane Township. 
  
We share our sorrow with the Greg Clarke family of Dartmouth and the 
Jerry Clarke family of Harvard on the December passing of their mother 
Katherine Clark-Holmes (Kay), who was a long time resident of Thorn-
burgh . 
 
We extend sympathy to the Stauffer family of Eton 
Road.  Lyndia's father, Dr. Russell Spanard, died on 
January 12th.  Dr. Spanard and his family were long 
time residents of Thornburg. 

January 2012 

TOT Publication Deadline:  
 

The next TOT deadline is April 3rd.  Be-
tween now and then many things will 
be happening.  The quickest way to get 
the word out is through email.  If you 
have an email address and do not re-
ceive notifications from TCC please 
contact Nicole Varga at Thorn-
burgNews@gmail.com.  If you have 
any TOT suggestions, articles, or pic-
tures be sure to pass them on to Adri-
anne Kubiak, our notable Editor in 
Chief. 
 

Book Discussion Group: 
 

The Book Discussion group will meet 
Wed. February 15 at 7:30pm at the 
Tunador's home to discuss the movie 
(with Henry Fonda) and play "Twelve 
Angry Men"-- all are welcome. Please 
respond to the Tunadors if you plan to 
attend. 
(412) 922-6126 

95L¢hwΩ{ bh¢9 
Why is there a picture of a dragon, you 
may ask? Well, January 23rd marked 
Chinese New Year, and 
ƛǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
the Dragon. Just 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

with you all ƽ 
 
-Adrianne Kubiak, Editor 

mailto:DorothyFalk@gmail.com
mailto:DorothyFalk@gmail.com
mailto:ThornburgNews@gmail.com
mailto:ThornburgNews@gmail.com
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Borough Council Notes: January 2012  

January 2012 

 Dear Neighbors; 
  

As many of you already know, Barb Larimer, who reported on Thornburg Council diligently, and wrote 
eloquently, has moved on. This is one of many small steps that may eventually lead Barb and Lilly to St Augus-
ǘƛƴŜΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ Řƛǎǘƛƴπ
guished Council member and public relations committee chair. 

 
Thornburg Council met on Tuesday, January third. Mayor Mackin administered the oath of office to new-

ly elected and reelected members. Welcome Mike Dwyer, congratulations Tim Gordon, and Scott Quinn. Coun-
voted on, and unanimously approved the following: President, Patti Dodge; Vice-President ,Vince Coppola; Pres-
ident Pro Tem of Council,  Bert McConomy;  Secretary/Treasurer, Dorothy Falk; Solicitor Chuck Means/  
Goehring, Rutter and Boehm; Engineer for the Borough, Bryan Flaugh/Gateway Engineers; and Amusement Tax 
Collector, Real Estate Tax collector, and Local Services Tax Collector, Berkheimer Associates. Are you still with 
me? Building inspector, Dan Felton; Auditors, Labriola Neighbors; and Newspaper of Record Suburban Gazette.  

 
As well, the following reappointments were unanimously approved:  Planning Commission, Vince Coppo-

la; UCC Appeals committee, Ken Marino; Zoning and Hearing Board, Joan Britten; and Vacancy Chairperson, Sigo 
Falk. 

 
Last, but not least, the following appointments were made to Council committees: Administrative Chair, 

Bert McConomy; Budget and Finance Co-Chairs, Patti Dodge and Scott Quinn; Public Works, Vince Coppola; 
Community Facilities, Mike Dwyer; Land Conservation and Resources, Tim Gordon; and Public Relations, Mark 
Perrott.  
 
            The meeting adjourned at 7:51PM.   

 
A Happy New Year to all.  

 
  -Mark Perrott 

Lb ¢I9 b9²{ΧΧ 

IǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛŦŜ wǳƴ ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
Most Important Legal Organizations 
     Congratulations to  Patti and Howie τ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
of local legal organizations!  The January 2, 2012 is-
sue of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette had  the above 
headline  and article about  Patricia Dodge, president 
of the Academy of Trial Layers of Allegheny County, 
and her husband, Howard Schulberg, president of the 
Allegheny County Bar Association.   Patti and Howie 
live on Hamilton Road and Patti  serves Thornburg as 
President of the  Thornburg Borough Council. 

Attorneys Honored:  To the left 

of this article is a photo taken at an 
Allegheny County Bar Association 
Reception at the Duquesne Club to 
honor lawyers who had practiced 
for 50 and 60 years. The event was 
held on November 30, 2011. 
 
Thornburghers Tom Hollander and 
Vince Grogan were among the 50 
year practitioners who were hon-
ored.  Tom addressed the reception 
on behalf of his class, reflecting on 
the changes in legal practice over 
the 50 year period. 

Vince Grogan (left) and Tom 
Hollander (right) at reception. 
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January 2012 

The Verdict Is In 
Anonymous 
 
On the Friday before Thanksgiving, I saw three noisy children, two happy dogs, nine nervous turkeys and one hacked off 
roofer. On Saturday, I saw Twelve Angry Men and sixty-ǎƛȄ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ {ȅƭǾƛŀ ²ȅŀǘǘΩǎ ǘǊƛǳƳπ
phant return to the theatre. 
 
{ȅƭǾƛŀ ƘŀŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ !ƴƎǊȅ aŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǳǇ ǘƻ ά¢ǿŜƭǾŜ 
aƛƭŘƭȅ 5ƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ tŜƻǇƭŜέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƭŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴōǳǊƎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
twelve willing and able men to pull this off including her son Zach. What a thrill it must have been for Zach to be in a play 
directed by his mother. He nailed his character as though he had been taking direction from Sylvia for a long time. 
 
The film was made from the play was made in 1957.  Jerry Dattilo gave such a performance, channeling Henry Fonda, that 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ϧ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘ ǇƭŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 
ŦƭŜǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ άIŀƴƪ CƻƴŘŀέ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ 
 
aƻǎǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ Ǝǳȅέ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άōŀŘ Ǝǳȅέ ŀƴŘ ƎŜŜȊΣ ¢ƻƴȅ /ŀƭƛƎǳƛǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳōπ
bornness and for a moment, I thought he was going to change the ending of the play by his consistent and forceful portray-
al of Juror #3. It was fortunate that the other jurors restrained him from going after Jerry because I think he was really an-
gry with him. It was a totally believable character and a grand display of impeccable timing. 
 
DƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ CǊŀƴƪ [ƻǎƻǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴƎǊȅ ƳŀƴΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƧǳǊƻǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǎπ
ten to him if only because of the deep, firm resonance of his voice which Frank usually uses for singing in musicals and may-
be in the shower. 
 
Vince Coppola played (what else?) the foreman of the jury, mixing common sense and decorum to the setting. Always a line 
chewer, Vince kept the proceedings going in every sense of the word. Sadly, the audience was disappointed when they 
ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ άƎǊŜŜƴ Ƙŀǘέ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ±ƛƴŎŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ŧƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǊƻƭŜΦ aŀȅōŜ ǎƻƳŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŜǊŜǘǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ 
 
LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘǊƛŀƭ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴύ ōǳǘ ƛŦ L ǿŀǎΣ LΩŘ ǿŀƴǘ .ŜǊǘ aŎ/ƻƴƻƳȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
jurors.  Any twelve men, angry or not, should include Bert. Who else has the intestinal fortitude to not only deliver a fair 
and impartial verdict but also has the confidence to put a lighted green frog in his front yard at Christmas time? 
 
aŀƭƛƪ ¢ǳƴŀŘƻǊΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŘŜōǳǘΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴέ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀπ
ŎȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ {ȅƭǾƛŀ Ǝƻǘ aŀƭƛƪ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴƴƛŜǎǘ 
line when he kept a straight face and declared there were no movies in his home land. This might even be true. 
 
Denny Maher played the professional, reasonable man, making the audience identify with him. Put Denny in a suit with his 
distinguished good looks and you have an instant important figure. 
 
YǳŘƻǎ ǘƻ ¢ŜŘ {ƘŜŀΣ {ŀƳ wǳƴȅƻƴΣ .ƛƭƭ /ǳƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ WΦ¢Φ /ƘƛƻŘƛ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŜǾŜǊȅƳŀƴέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ 
a cast with some genuine heavyweight actors, they held their own and each shined in their moments in the sun. 
 
Jim Grefenstette played a very convincing guard and Tom Wettach provided the stern voice of the judge except for one per-
ŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƭŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀȅΦ wŀƛƴȅ ά²Ƙŀǘ-Me-²ƻǊǊȅΚέ DǊŜŦŜƴǎǘŜǘǘŜ 
pulled Alan Thompson out of the audience for his 15 minutes of fame. Having not read the script, Alan was able to deliver 
ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ άƘŜ Řƻƴϥǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƎƻƻŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘέΦ 
 
¢ǿŜƭǾŜ !ƴƎǊȅ aŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ {ȅƭǾƛŀΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¸ŜǎΣ LΩƳ 
one of those people. 
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January 2012 

THE THORNBURG COMMUNITY CLUB   
Invites you to join us for  

 
AN EVENING   

OF  
ROMANCE  AND  SONG  

 
Friday, February 10th  

Thornburg School Auditorium  
Doors Open at 7:30 pm  

Entertainment Begins at 8:00 pm  

 
Whether you are single or if you want to score some points with a special someone, 

please come treat yourselves to some unique after dinner entertainment.   
 

While you relax and enjoy desserts, chocolates, and beverages, we will warm the 
environment with romantic music and poetry.  

 
Special performances by Tom Hollander, Jorie Bagnato, Jerry Dattilo,   
The Magical McShanes, Denny Maher, The Losos Duo, Cheryl Begg,  

Janice Coppola, Mavourneen Sullivan, and Judy Kimblin.  

 
This event has your heart and the hearts of our soldiers in mind.  A portion of your 

tickets will be donated to The Wounded Warrior Project . 

 
Now Taking Reservations:   

Rainy G. 412 919 -0567  
 

Seating is limited $15.00 per person  
Standing Room $10 per person. 

 
Please make checks payable for the event to Lorraine Grefenstette  

 
Any additional donations make payable to The Wounded Warrior Project  

 

Thank you for your support!  
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 On Saturday, December 3, Santa Claus took 
time out of his busy holiday schedule to pay a visit to 
the children of Thornburg.  The smallest Thornburg 
residents and their families gathered in the 
Auditorium of the Community Building, where the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ 
arrival.  Santa was greeted with a rousing cheer when he entered the building. 

 After all the children visited with Santa 
(some more reluctantly than others), everyone 
enjoyed pizza, cookies and conversation with 
neighbors.  And thanks to the unseasonably warm 
day, many of the kids played in the park as well. 
 A huge thank you goes out to Tony 
Caliguire, whose special North Pole connections 
(*wink*) made this fun day possible! 

January 2012 

COOKIES FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 
WRITTEN BY NICO CHIODI, SEVENTH GRADER 
 
Thornburg's first Cookie Decorating Event was a huge success. It started at six o'clock on December 20th. It 
was held in the lower level of the community building and the plan was to make and decorate cookies for 

Meals on Wheels.  Mrs. Goodwin pre-baked the cookies using her large 
cookie cutter collection. Her daughter, Holly brought over her markers and 
helped set up the tables. 
 
There were four tables set up with cookies, colored icing and festive sprin-
kles, with a fifth table designated to making holiday greetings that would be 
tied to the bags. Chairs were set around and napkins set at each place. 

There was cheerful Christmas music playing and plain and pepperoni pizza for the decorators to fill their hun-
gry stomachs. Everybody got to work immediately, whether it was decorating or making small holiday cards.   
 
The atmosphere was certainly bright, and the table set up for drying the cookies soon became full. When the icing became sparse, 
the pizza started being enjoyed while more icing was made. When the cookies were finished, the card-making table was used in 
earnest. When we reached our cookie-making goal (and then some) each kid was allowed to eat one. They certainly were yummy 
and will be enjoyed by the recipients! Everyone was so efficient, the whole event was over in two hours. The pizza must have 
worked its magic. I truly hope this becomes an annual event. Thank you to everyone who participated. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ: 
Thanks to Will and Van Alarcon, Nico and Enzo Chiodi, Holly Goodwin, Hope and Henry 
Grefenstette, Annie and Adrianne Kubiak, Zoe and Julian Paul, and Jack and Liam Pulford for decorating the cookies! 
And a HUGE thank you to Holly and Mrs. Goodwin for baking all of the cookies!!! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING by Adrianne Kubiak 
       
    As Christmas approached, a (small) group of 
Thornburghers brought joy to lower 
Thornburgh. Mrs. Grefenstette,  Hope, and 
Henry Grefenstette, accompanied by Adrianne 
and Annie Kubiak and Holly Goodwin, walked 
Harvard, Hamilton, Cornell, and Princeton 
bringing holiday cheer. 
      A few of the houses that we visited truly 
enriched our small group.  For instance, the 
Begg family had company, and they all gathered 
on their porch and started singing along with us.  
      Once we finished our loop of lower 
Thornburg, we made our way back to the 
borough building for some hot chocolate and 
donuts. 
      I would like to acknowledge Mrs.  
Grefenstette and thank her for organizing this. 
Should we do upper Thornburgh next year? 
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SPANISH CONVERSATION GROUP 
 
Any Thornburgers and their friends who are interested 
in developing their Spanish language skills can contact 
Chris Massetti on Eton Rd. While Chris is not a fluent 
speaker of Spanish, he is recruiting both Native Spanish 
speakers and those interested in learning to meet regu-
larly to practice language Skills. 
 
Chris envisions the formation of a group where native 
speakers can share their cultures and teach language 
skills, and "students" can spend a few hours immersed 
in an all Spanish speaking environment on a consistent 
basis. 
 
Meeting times and locations will be determined based 
on interest. Anyone of any 
age or ability that is inter-
ested can contact Chris 
Massetti by 
email chrism@Donwil.com. 

January 2012 

THE LIBRARY 
  

±ƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΗ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊπ
noon or morning activity with your children.  
There are plenty of books for kids and several clas-
sics for adults. The Thornburg Memorial Library is 
located in the Municipal Building, 600 Hamilton 
Road, and is open daily between the hours of 7:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m., corresponding with the hours 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀŦǘƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΦ 
 
To check out books, please fill out the library card 
inside the book and place in the box on the desk in 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ άƘƻƴƻǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ 
and return procedure, so please be sure to only 
keep the book for a reasonable period of time.  All 
donations accepted.  Please leave books in a 
marked bag or box under the desk in the Thorn-
burg Library.  Any questions, please call Janice 
Coppola 937 8733 or email judythe-
cat@verizon.net 

LUMINARIAS 
 
²ŀǎƴΩǘ ¢ƘƻǊƴōǳǊƎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƳƛƴŜǊƛŀ ŀƎƭƻǿ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜΚ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ in 
this wonderful tradition which has continued for over 40 years.   It is truly a neighbor tradition with neighbors helping each other 

ōȅ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ƪƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦ 
 
Lumineria involves many volunteers.  Many, many thanks to the wonderful street captains, 
kit assemblers and Rob and Alan who package and deliver the sand.  The very helpful street 
captains who took the orders and delivered the kits right to your doorstep were Meg and 
Rob Alarcon, Carol Ashby, Joan Britten, Gina Caliguire, Gaynol Golitko, Rainy Grefenstette, 
Mary Grogan, Adele Horstman, Laura Irwin, Katie Leyland, Casey Mitchell, Michelle Peku-
lar, Kathy Pyros, Vera Quinn, Diane Sheedy, Lyndia Stauffer, and Carolyn Westerhoff. 
 
And most of all thank you to the wonderful group of teens who worked very hard in the Ku-
biak basement to assemble the kits.  They were an efficient team; assembling over 4000 
candles and lunch bags into kits in a little over 2 hours.  Many, many thanks to the assembly 
team of Lily Vela, Hope Grefenstette, Will and Van Alarcon, Nico and Enzo Chiodi,  and 
Adrianne and Annie Kubiak. 

 
And a thank you would not be complete without many thanks to the borough 
maintenance staff, Rob and Alan, who take time out of their very busy schedule to 
pick up tons of sand, package it, and deliver it to your doorstep.  They were very 
busy clearing the last of the leaves and the first of the snow, but they still made time 
to get the lumineria sand job done. 
 
Mary Kubiak, Chair, Lumineria 

mailto:chrism@Donwil.com


8  

 

Service Committee Update 
  
Many thanks to all of you who had contributed to the St. Vincent de Paul Fall Drive.  Your donations will be 
put to good use for families in Appalachia. 
  
The bake sale was a success for the service committee.  All sixty-five ornaments were sold and we were in 
need of more.  The gift cards for the Three  
wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ  Director Sebastian Lacy appreciated the gifts and 
thanked us for our continued support. 
  
If you are interested in The Road to Recovery Driver Training Program, please let me know.  This program 
helps provide people who are undergoing 
Cancer treatment with transportation, matching patients with volunteer drivers in their local area.  Volun-
teers do not need to be available every week, but 
Any time that you can provide would be greatly appreciated.  If we get enough volunteers, I will arrange for 
a driver training class.   
  
Thank you for all of your support.  If you have any questions or would like to take part in the Road to Recov-
ery Program, please contact  

Barbara Tunador, 412-922-6126, malik.tunador@verizon.net 

Talk of the Town Is Going Green: 
 
How did you receive this edition of Talk of The 
Town? Was a paper copy delivered to your home 
or did you receive an email notifying you that an 
electronic version had been published? 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŎƻǇȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άDƻƛƴƎ 
DǊŜŜƴέ ōȅ ƻǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ¢ŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 
 
How does online viewing work?  Each time Talk of 
The Town is published an email is sent out with a 
link to the latest version of our newsletter. All you 
have to do is click on the link and you will soon be 
reading the latest, most up-to-date information 
about what is going on in and around Thornburg. 
 
If you would like to change the way you view Talk 
of The Town please send an email to 
ThornburgNews@gmail.com 
Please include your name and the email address 
you would like Talk of The Town to be sent to. 

January 2012 

Volunteers for Memorial Day Festivities:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you ever feel this way? If so, please contact Meg at 
meg.alarcon@comcast.net so we can sign you up for 
a Memorial Day Picnic committee. 

Daffodil Days: 
The annual American Cancer Society Daffo-
dil Days will be on Tuesday, March 20th.  If 
you are interested in ordering please con-
tact Barbara Tunador.  A bunch is $10 and 
potted mini-daffodils is $12.  Delivery will be on March 
20th or 21st.    Contact Barbara Tunador at  
malik.tunador@verizon.net or 412-922-6126. 

mailto:malik.tunador@verizon.net
mailto:ThornburgNews@gmail.com
mailto:meg.alarcon@comcast.net
mailto:malik.tunador@verizon.net
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PICTURES FROM THE HOLIDAY DINNER DANCE 

BJ and Tom Wettach Scott Quinn and 

Rosemarie McShane 

Vince and Mary Grogan 

Susie and Gaynol 

Golitko with Carolyn 

Westerhoff 

Wendy Gordon and 

Bridget Clarke 

Judy Thompson and 

Tom Hollander 

Janice and Vince 

Coppola 

Carolyn and Dick 

Westerhoff 

Gail and Jeff Simon 


